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the following factors Influence the status of science and scientific 25X1 
progress, scientific capabilities and potentials 

(a) National policy toward science^ | 25X1 

When national policy in Hungary is publicized along these lines, a great 
deal of lip service is paid to science and scientific research, but that 
is Just about €usi far as it goes* In Hungary there are no funds whatsoever 
available for pure research; and the only funds made available for applied 
research are allocated exclusively to situations where immediate results 
can be obtained to increase some type of production. Hungarian citizens 
are ever in the foreground in these projects where they can be observed bj^^^ 
the populace, but they have no real authority, and the Soviets, who always 
remain in the background, are the real ones in charge and in complete 
control. 

(b) Influence of political pressures on scientific researchD 2^ 

Political pressures exist both in aim and toward personnel. These pres- 25! 

sures are invariably channeled to immediate economic considerations, 
nothing long-range, and always in accordance with the Party line. How- 
ever, political pressures do not always work out as planned. For exazaple. 
Professor Z Komondy, an expert in gasoline and steam engines at the 
Technical Institute in Budapest, openly and publicly rebelled against 
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poli'bl^al presstires, statiog that the pres stores applied vere contrary to 
good rese^ch and free thinking. Despite this rebellion however. Professor 
Komondy sti|.ll occupied his position at the Institute, to my knowledge, as 
late as 1951 fitad 1952, for the reason that he was too prcaainent a Tnan for 
the Soviets to dismiss. !l?he real point is that he was needed to o badly and 
there was no one to replace him. It is interesting ^to note 

that the Soviets do not conduct brain-washings of peop le in Hungary like 
Professor Komondy because (a) he is too greatly needed| ^and 

(b) becaiise changing his mind through brain-washing in one respect would 
inevitably change it in all respects, and thereby destroy his usefulness. 

(c) Atmosphere for scientific research, suc h as per sonal incentives, avail- 
ability of facilities for research, etc I H 


25X1 

25X1 


25X1 


3« In so far as true scientists are concerned, there is no need to create an 
atmosphere for scientific research and the \ise of incentives, because the 
pers^al incentive will always be present in the true scientist to con- 
tibne his research, regardless of his environment « In fact, and although 
this may sound strange at first, adverse conditions and a hostile environ- 
ment usually cause researchers to become more and more introverted, and 
these factors thereby tend to make the researchers better scientists be- 
cause of this introversion and escape from surro^undings . Despite aH this 
though, certainly the research facilities are chai^led aloisg the lines 
I )3ientlohed above, that is, to immediate economic considerations 

and in accordance with the Party line. 

(d) »* Standards of scientific educatio j I 

!»; Hungary, the standards of tciehtific Sducatioh remained high as ever 
before, until September or October 19^8, when the stauidards of the edu- 
cated changed. Hote that | ^phe standards of the e ducated^^ 

rather/ than **the standards of education. | in Septem- 

ber orr October 19^8 when the policy changed, all persons who were there- 
after permitted to be educated or to enroll for education had to pass 
detailed political questionnaires in order to attend universities^ How- 
ever, even then, there is considerable discrimination against the middle 
classes, o r the bourgeoisie ^ you will, in favor of the lowest classes - 
the people I ^ refer as "poor, feverish Communists.” For 

example, the members of the middle dasses - the classes which had here- 
tofore fxirnished most of the scientists azid researchers - who satisfacto- 
rily comipleted the political guestionnaires In order to enroll in 
universities, frequently would be passed over because they were members of 
the midde class, and the poor, feverish, Communists .would be enrolled in 
their stead, fhus, from the autumn of 19^6, enrollments in Hungarian 
universities have been made on the basis of political consideratiojis rather 
than on merit and ability. 

(e) ' Quality and supply of scientific -technical maapowei l | 


Inasmuch as the quality of students enrolled in the 
universities has suffered a sharp and continuous drop since the autumn of 
1948, it is inevitable that the quality and supply of coanpetent scientific 
and technical personnel have likewise declined. 



foreign scientific literature collected and disseminated in 
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] fjae only restriction in Hungary on the free collection of, and individual 
subscription to, foreign scientific literature has been the availability 
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of frods, 'wM.ch have always had to be budgeted « Im other words, txaids are 
alwaya limited and have to be carefully allocated, but that is the oiLly 
res^VictiPh Oh the free collection of foreign scientific literatiq^eo I 

^^ refer only to scientific publications. Maiy 
others, particularly those publications discussing political matters, have 
been prohibited. A typical ex^le of the type of foreign literature which 
h€ts been banned from Hungary is flME magazine. 

fhe following data on the Ministry of Higher Education is needed? 

1^' * ■ ■ ' ■ 

(a) Methods of recruitment of science students for higher educational in- 
. stitutions; incentives offered^ scholarships j subject fields given 
! special ei^hasis. 

Wsre again the methods of recruitment follow the lines | | already 

.indicated. That is, recruitment is based primarily \^on political consider- 
ations, with qualified and able students discrialmted against. if they are 
of the bourgeoisie, and favoritism is invariably shown the politically 
orthodox, poof , feverish, C<Mmnuntsts, regardless of -their abilities and 
aptitudes « Under this system, there is no reason to discuss incentives and 
scbolagsMpsJ 

scienbif ic education is 

chajaneled to immediate economic coiislderations, tied in with the aim of an 
Imiadiate inci^ase in production, and always in accordance with the Party 
lihe. Also in this connection, it should be observed that, in Hungary, 
except "for religioui i^oups. student dormitories were completely \mknown and 
unheard of until 1948 or 1949 1 I However, in whichever year 

it ,was, d<kiaitories began to be built for the first time for the housing of 
university students. Theretofore,^ stiidents had sdways lived at hc^, or in 
tOther prlvatp hc»aes,^ or i& boafdii^ hc^es, but never in dormitories. This 
also ties the enrolling of the poor, feverish, CoBammlsts,' as it is 

such>as these who are immediately willing to live ^s students in uMversity 
dormitories* A further reason, of coufse,^ for ihe erection of these dormi- 
tories is the fact- that student aid is thereby made considerably easier and 
MorP' economical. Furthermore, the dormitories offer an unsurpassed oppor- 
tunity 'for coiitihuous political indoctrination.; ' 

Critipism and self-criticism, both favorable and unfavorable, concerning 
“Tr^/stfijn^Utfas of higher educate absenteeism; percentage of failures; 

meaeureS' taken to insure Improvements; morale of professors and studentsf 


the autuim of 1946> for the first time, study groups of from 1^ to 20 
students per group were organiaed in the universities imder a Communist Party 
stident leader- for each' group, as well as a Coommnist Party secretary, and a 
secret Communist agent whose identity is unknown but who reports on both the 
students of the gro\^ and' the professors who teach the groiip. These study 
are required to do everything together - attend political demon- 
strations, rallies, even motion pictures, etc'. These groups are purposely 
aada numerically amfii'L for the sake of tighter control over the students, as 
Otherwise there Inevitably would he a great deal of absenteeism from sxich 
things as' public demonstrations, politic al indoctrination lectures, etc. In 
othejp words," if a stu^ body as a whole were required to attend a political 
demons'^a^ioh, there could conceivably be considerable absenteeism. However, 
under ^the grbup system of from 13 to 20 persons per with a known In- 

former of an riknown identity in each grotp, the opportunities for deviation 
are considerably lessened. 
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